
“Reach out and 
touch someone.”
Therefore encourage one another 
and build one another up, just as 

you are doing. 

1 Thessalonians 5:11

In the 1980s, AT&T had an ad 
campaign that featured that 
slogan: “Reach out and touch 
someone.” Last week, we got a 
card from Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Turlock, 
California, just letting us know 
that they had prayed for our 
congregation. Last year, I got a 
letter from another pastor in the 
Northwest District—it arrived on 
the one-year anniversary of my 
ordination—letting me know that 

he had prayed for me. In both 
cases, I was encouraged and 
uplifted by this simple gesture—

to know that we were being 
thought of and prayed for by 
brother and sister Christians 
when we were not even aware.

 The simple act of 
encouragement is a big part of 
the Christian life. Paul uses the 
words “encourage” or 
“encouragement” eleven times 
in his letters (see especially 
Romans 15:5 and Philippians 
2:1). This month, look for even 
more ways we can encourage 
and uplift one another (as you 
are doing in many ways already) 
with the peace and love of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who loved us 
and gave Himself up for each 
one of us. Perhaps even look 
outside our congregation for 
opportunities to practice this 
simple aspect of the Christian 
life. God bless you.

 + In Christ +
     Pastor Scott

Thank you to all the wonderful 
volunteers who coordinated, 
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Above: McKinley, Walter, Carolyn & Hope were all smiles at Vacation Bible School! 



taught, shared, cooked, cleaned 
and served in many and various 
ways during Vacation Bible 
School. It was a fantastic time, 
filled with the love of Christ and 
the Good News of the Gospel!

WELS resolves 
to continue 
discussions 
with LCMS

By Paula Schlueter Ross 

Meeting in convention July 29-
Aug. 1 in New Ulm, Minn., some 

400 delegates of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
(WELS) voted to encourage the 
church body’s leadership “to 
continue discussions with the 
LCMS to strive for true unity 
based on full agreement in 
doctrine and practice.”

     The resolution — adopted 
unanimously by voice vote — 
also asks “that we pray for the 
Holy Spirit to guide and bless 
these efforts to God’s glory and 
for the benefit of His church.”

     … The adopted resolution 
acknowledges that fellowship 
between the two church bodies 
was “suspended” in 1961 and 

that “the Lord opened doors to 
informal discussions with the 
LCMS in December 2012.” 
Another round of talks is planned 
for this December.

     The resolution adds that, 
“even if the restoration of 
fellowship is not possible in the 
near future, we believe it is our 
responsibility to each other and to 
our Lord to strive for true unity 
based on full agreement in 
doctrine and practice.”

     … Topics for future 
consideration are differences 
between the two churches 
concerning the role of women in 
the church; the understanding of 
ministry and the pastoral office; 
and how church fellowship is 
understood and practiced.

     While full altar-and-pulpit 
fellowship is “not the expected 
result of our discussions at this 
stage,” Vogel [Rev. Larry M. 
Vogel, associate executive 
director of the LCMS Commission 
on Theology and Church 
Relations] notes, “we want to 
have closer relationships with 
other Christians — and especially 
other confessional Lutherans — 
wherever that is possible.” If 
church fellowship “is the door that 
the Lord opens, then we will 

Read: Luke 14.1-17
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Above: Clayton, Haley & Paul sharing the love of Jesus at Vacation Bible School! 



September
Birthdays

5	 PHYLLIS HUNSUCKER

5	 DON MERRIGAN

7	 LENA WEBB

13	 PAUL WUNDER

14	 JANICE MARSH

17	 KIRT BROWN

17	 CLAYTON BENTSEN

21	 CHARLIE KELLY

25	REGINA HOUSTON

26	MARK HERTEL

28	CHARLOTTE ROBATCEK

30	KINSEY HULLMAN

30	DAVID STOCK

September
Anniversaries

3	 JOHN & STACI 
	 NICKELSON

4	 JIM & BONNIE FIELDS

16	 RON & BARBARA 
	 EICHELKRAUT

+ OUR MISSION +
Zion Lutheran Church, led 

by God, has been 
established to sow God’s 

Word, nurture the believer, 
and foster growth in Christ.

STAFF
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BOARD OF ELDERS
Paul Wunder, Head Elder
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Cal Homer
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John Nickelson
Curtis Waite

James Huntsman, Cong. Pres.

rejoice in that. But we want 
theological integrity to be first and 
foremost” in any 
interdenominational relationship, he 
said.

     Excerpted from the Reporter, 
the official newspaper of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod. Read the full article here. 
Content is prepared by LCMS 
Communications.

WISDOM FROM
WITTENBERG

This regular feature shares a quote or 
short piece by a theologian from the 
Lutheran tradition.  

Herman Sasse (1895-1976)

Hermann Sasse was a Lutheran 
theologian and author. He was 
considered one of the foremost 
confessional Lutheran theologians 
of the 20th century. This excerpt is 
from a short essay, “Luther and the 
Teaching of the 
Reformation” (1937).

Part 2 of 3

“It is [wrong] to see in Luther the 
great enemy of the Catholic Church 
and to try to understand the 
Reformation on the grounds of this 
hostility. The young Luther was a 

most faithful son of the Roman 
Church. Even later, when he was 
involved in his fierce struggle with 
the papacy and regarded the pope 
as antichrist, he drew a sharp 
distinction between the Catholic 
Church itself and the alien elements 
which had crept into it. In the 
papacy itself, as it had developed in 
the last few centuries, he could see 
only the ‘abomination of 
desolation’ [cf. Daniel 9.27; 11.31; 
12.11; Matthew 24.15], but he 
knew that this ‘abomination’ had 
grown up in the very Holy of Holies 
of the true church of Christ.
     This point indicates a 
characteristic difference between 
Luther and Calvin. Calvin 
considered those churches under 
the papal obedience to be ‘more 
synagogues of the devil than 
Christian churches,’ and could find 
in the Catholic Church of the Middle 
Ages only a slight resemblance to 
the true church, for example, in its 
Baptism. Luther combined with his 
severe criticism of the papacy 
surprisingly conservative views of 
the Catholic Church. He burned 
collections of papal canon law with 
the bull of excommunication [the 
document signed by the Pope that 
excommunicated Luther from the 
Roman Catholic Church on January 
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BIBLE STUDIES
@ ZION

SUNDAYS, 9:00 AM
The Parables of Jesus

! Location: Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAYS, 1:00 PM
Our midweek class meets 
in the family room. We are 
studying Leviticus. 

3, 1521]. It was a protest 
against the misuse of the law in 
the name of God, and against a 
law which owed its origin to a 
forgery. Even so, he was always 
ready to acknowledge the [‘rule 
of old’], for example, in 
connection with the episcopal 
office, as a godly piece of 
church discipline. Although in his 
book on the Babylonian captivity 
of the church and in the 
Smalcald Articles, he unmasked 
and condemned the idolatry 
which had crept into the Mass, 
he admitted that the Roman 
Mass was still a valid Eucharist. 
And so he did not, like Zwingli 
and Calvin, introduce a new 
liturgy. The Lutheran liturgy was 
merely a Mass without the 
invocation of the saints and 
[without] the Roman conception 
of sacrifice. To Luther it was 
unthinkable that the unity of the 
Western church might be forever 
destroyed. He wanted to recall 
this church to what he was 
convinced was the pure 
teaching of the Gospel and, at 
the same time, the ancient 
teaching of the church.
     Only from this point of view 
can Luther’s actions be 
understood. He wanted neither 
to split the church nor to found a 
new church. Nor was it his 
ambition to become the reviver, 

the Reformer of the church. His 
conscience told him that he was 
merely carrying out the duties of 
his office in the church: the pure 
teaching of the Gospel. According 
to his own conception, his work 
consisted only in this: ‘to have 
reintroduced the Holy Gospel into 
the world.” (to be continued) 

MISSION
FIELDS:

Rev. Jacob Gaugert
New Career Missionary

Rev. Jacob Gaugert serves the 
Lord as a brand new career 
missionary through The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri 
Synod in Togo. Jacob teaches 
courses in Lutheran theology at 
The Centre Luthérien d’Etudes 
Théologiques (CLET), or Lutheran 
Center for Theological Studies, in 
Dapaong, Togo, West Africa. He 
also teaches some distance 
learning and continuing education 
courses as needed. In addition to 
his teaching responsibilities, he 
coordinates visiting professors to 
CLET.
     Pastor Gaugert was born in 
Sullivan, Wis., and was baptized 
and confirmed at St. John 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Sullivan. He graduated from 
Concordia University Wisconsin, in 
2004 with a bachelor’s degree in 
theological and classical 

Above: Thank you everyone who participated in our second Blood Drive!! We 
collected twice as many units (11) in half the time! Special thanks to Sasha for her 
hard work coordinating the drive!
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languages. He received his M. 
Div. degree from Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., in 2010. Before 
becoming a career missionary, 
Pastor Gaugert served as a 
pastor at The Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of Dr. Martin 
Luther (LCMS SELC District) in 
Chicago, Ill., where he was involved 
with urban/cross-cultural mission 
work. In his free time, Pastor 
Gaugert likes to read, garden and 
raise chickens.

     Please pray for Pastor Gaugert 
as he serves in Togo. Pray for him as 
he transitions to life in Africa, 
learning the new culture and the 
local language. Pray that God 
provides him with prayer and 
financial supporters in the United 
States. Pray that the Lord blesses 
CLET, its supporting congregations 
and other African partner churches. 
Ask the Lord to raise up African 
theological leaders to serve as 
teachers of the Good News of Jesus 
Christ in the community. Let us give 
thanks to God for Pastor Gaugert 
serving in this part of the world!
     To learn more or to support 
Pastor Gaugert’s work financially, 
visit lcms.org/gaugert.

Altar Guild Notes
Altar service for September 

will be provided by Eleanore 
Beets. The next Altar Guild 
meeting will be Sunday, October 
6th, after our worship service. If 
you want to know more about 
who the altar guild is and what 
they do, please feel free to join! 

Fellowship Potluck
Sunday, Sept. 22

     Note the change! On the 
weekend of Sept. 20-22, we will 
host the choir from Trinity Lutheran 
School in Bend, OR. Bring a dish to 
share in fellowship with your 
brothers and sisters here at Zion 
after church that Sunday! This is the 
fourth of what we hope will be 
monthly potlucks! The next potluck 
will be Sunday, October 27th, our 
annual Oktoberfest Potluck!
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Above:  The crew from AA Tree Service removed the old Locust tree near the 
Little Red School House. They estimated the tree was 70-80 years old.
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Church 
Painting 
Project

     On Sunday, August 4th, the 
voters assembly accepted a bid 
from Precision Painting 
(www.precisionpaintingservice.co
m) to paint the church at a cost of 
approximately $17,000. (The 
project includes refinishing the 
wooden cross on top of the 
church.) To help offset the cost of 
the project, we will take a free-will 
offering on Sunday, September 
1st. (Designated offerings may be 
made at any time—simply specify 
that your offering is for the Church 
Painting Project.) They will begin 
prep work on September 23rd. 
Thank you for your help as we 
work to maintain this beautiful 
facility! 

ADVANCEnet
Mission Stories & Practice 

Worth Spreading

November 9th, 2013

     Make plans to attend 
ADVANCEnet November 9th, 
2013, in Portland! Who’s it for? 
Men and women in any walk of 
life who desire to grow in their 
ability as mission service leaders 
(followers of Jesus sent by Him 
to serve). Men and women 
“mission apprentices” who want 
to refine their skills in their 
neighborhoods, faith 

communities, and beyond! 
Anyone desiring training in 
missional theology & practice 
from a Lutheran perspective. 
     Watch a promotional video 
here. See Pastor Scott if you 
think you might like to go!

WHAT DO LUTHERANS 

BELIEVE? 
     The Book of Concord is the 
authoritative collection of the 
Lutheran Church’s statements of 
faith. It contains documents 
which Lutheran Christians have 
used since the 16th century to 
explain, defend, and advance 
their witness to the truth of 
God’s Word. Concordia 
Publishing House (www.cph.org) 
is currently offering the Book of 
Concord at a discounted price 
of $19.99 (a savings of $12). If 
we order three or more, there is 
free shipping! See Pastor if you 
have any questions or would like 
to order! Offer ends Sept. 30th!

Pregnancy Hope Center
Baby Bottle Campaign

Thank you for your contributions to 
the Pregnancy Hope Center Baby 
Bottle fundraiser. This year, 
members of Zion contributed 
$240.00 (in 2012, we contributed 
$21.00.) In total, the 2013 Baby 
Bottle Campaign raised more than 
$25,000! Again, thank you for 
helping women and families in the 
Klamath Basin make life-affirming 
decisions regarding pregnancy.

FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST
Join us at 8:00am, Saturday, 
September 28th for food, 
fellowship and OIT Men’s 
Basketball coach, Danny Miles. It’s 
not just for men this month!

Above:  Paul, Ernie and Pastor were able to spend some time with Herb Carls before 
he moved to southern California to be closer to family.
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